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Antique Show May 17% : ]
Public Meeting
Suturday, May 17, will be the date for this annual
fundraiser. Once again, we will be using the grounds of the H. C. On Tuesday, February 26,
; 2008 the membership
meeting of the Nellis Tavern
Trustees will be held at the
5t. Johnsville Community
Center and is opan to the
public. A talk about antigue
collecting in the area will be
given. If any of thase
attending wish to bring along

smith RBenefit Club in Klock Perk in S Johnsville. We are tryving
to make this veur's show bigger and better by choosing o spring
date so that we can have dealers serting up displays outdoors, as
well as, indoors.

In addition, the Benefit Club members, under the
leadership of Paul Vacca, have agreed to host z chicken barbecue
that day on the premises for the benefit of the Nellis Tavern.
This should result in increased attendance and raise much

needed additional funds. ; i )
an antique, an appraisar witl
. be available to price the item

Sidle up to the bar for a $5 donation to the Nellis

In the late summer of 1810, prominent New York politician De Wit Tavern,

Clinton traveled eastbound along the Mohawk Turnpike, which we '

now know as Rie. 3, noting that “a string of taverns is to be , _

observed all along this road” in the vicinity of the Neflis I'avern. In IN THIS ISSUL:

fact. by 1803 there were over fifty tavems or inns between East ' O WU, L CS—.

(Canada Creek and Fonda. At a time when local Commissioners of h W v A

Fxcise recognized that “inns ot laverns are absolutely necessary™ ArLiouns Show - pAoE 2

bacause travel was slow and arduous, and liquor consumption a Yodvd ol TrusiEes - SEAE S

virtual cure-all - and because ficensing taverns was a means of At SIS e

revenue for the town - this number was not surpnsing. Cacendr of utelin ~ pIgER

Cuevils g1 kelow Ralds Tisasie Sl

1he wm of the nincteenth century witnessed rapid growth in
turnpike construction, regionally and nationally, and along with i
improved roadways and increased waffic came an apparent increase
in the number of “accommodations for travelers.” 1.2, inns and
taverns. The Mohawk ''urnpike. chartered in 1800, included 2
bridge over Fast Canadi Creek and was one of the first such
roadways completed in the repion. This greatly affected the socizl
and structural history of the Nellis Tavern: whereas the colonial MEmikere i Torm, - 15585
King's Highway had run between Christian Nellis’s house and the '
Viohawk River, the new tarnpike route lay only a fow vards north of
the siructure, traversing what had been Christian Nellis's back vard.
- comiinued on page 2.
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“Sidle Wiy 7o the Bart e

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!
We need your rhubarb pies, assistance with huilding or grounds prajects, and help
af events aied on Sundays. If you are willing, please call Mary (@ (315} §606-2619.




Bar - continued from page }

Within a few vears, the Nellis famiiv's
enireprencunial solution was o remode! the mid-
18" century siructure, erealing an snirance
facing the new turnpike. Within the first two
decades of the nineteenth century, during the
residency of Christian’s son John C. Neliis, what
Was once a story-and-a-half structure ficmg the
"'no s Highway to the south became 2 two-story
deral style structure facing north. one of that
.:z-mg of laverns™ observed by De Win Clinton,
More ofien than not, these taverns were family
residencas in which one or more rooms had besn
converted 1o facilitate the sale of liquor and
provide beds for paying customers, somewhat
like 2 modern bed-and-breakfast. With dinner.

And & bar,

Christian Nellis’s house had accommodated
imw.lv.r:_- since at least the [ate th’hu.t:l!th
enlury. For example, Philip Schuvle
surveyving party. scouting along the Mﬂhawk
River for a possible canal route through the
valley, was HL“L‘('ITITITIE'IdHLCLi &l “Mr, Nellis's® o
the night of August 23, 1792, In the nine h.,a_nih
century, however, the traveler encounterad the
Nellis Tavern as it now stands, via the Mohawlk
Turnpike.

Remodsling Christian Nellis's old house into the
current Nellis Tavem structure involved changes
to the Intenior 3s well as the sxterior. in addition
ter creating & full second story and edding a two-
story extension o the east end, interior
alterations inciuded the creation of 2 “har™ and 2
“har room.” both of which spaces were
mventoriad in 1839 after the death of John C.
Nellis. The Pa iaun Seitlemnent Society is now
working o determine where these spaces wers
iocatsd. Itis ntim'::d thist they were created out
of the large room east of the main hall. which has
had a long history of partitions removed and
partitions added. The entirs east wall of thix
ronm was originally pancled. Ii's possible that
the “bar” was located in the closet-liks space
behind the paneling between the chimney and the
south wall. an area about cight feet long and
three feet desp. At this point it has not been
determined if this space utilized the mid-
cighteenth century pansling and closst door. or if’
a classic t2p room bar-with-grille might have
been introduced into the space. A partition was
also constructed between the southwest comer of
the chimney and the room’s west wall. creating
what is believed (o be the “bar room™ mentioned
in the inventory of 1839,

What did “bars™ and ““bar rooms” in rurzl and
village taverns look like in the first few decades
of the nine stcenth century? A tap room in an early
nineteenth century tavern at Eastficld Village, a
private hustoric village reconstruction in
Rensselaer County (at left), features an examplc
of a bar-with-gmille fit into the space hetween 2
chimney and a wall. The grille is of a tvpe
cornon in the early nineteenth century. If in
fact the Nellises did not utilize their eighteenth
century paneling and closet door to form a bar,
then they might have created something similar
to this. The Nellis bar would have required a
door inte the bar reom, howeyer,

- continued on page 4

Augmt ‘*{!ﬂ, = L‘-‘t ﬁuﬂu&i the T\!eths Tﬂ\ e “1““‘&1

its 3 Pswchic Fair with ten stations for taror card
readers, palm readers and the like as well as jowely,
buoks and crvsmle for sale. The Paranormal
Investigator Society gave a leatire wilh slide show of
their numerous pholographs of mists, orbs and other
pevchic phenomenon w hich really intrigued the



. 2008 Calendar of Events

April 6t
j Benefit Dinner

May 17th

Antigue Show and
Chicken BBQ

June 1
Amnmual Rhubarb Festival

]u{}f 6"1
Doll Exhibit:
Presidential First Ladies

September 21+
Evening At the Tavern

October
Anrual Mesfing

|

Your 2008
Board of Trustees:

President — Mary Devis, Herkimer
V. President — Ron Burch. Fultonville

Treasurer — Joan Draus, Amsierdam

Secrelury — Sandy Lune, Johnstown
{rustee - Donna Reston, Amsterdarn
Trustee - Ray Draus, Amsterdam

Trustee - Karen Nobors, Amsterdam

! | Mailing Address

Palatine 3ettlement Scclety ]

2008 Membership Form

There are five caiegories of membershin. Check one hefow:

{ } Active Member — For an individua wiling to participate in the
operation of the Socisty: participating with events, share in
deciston-making, atiend member meetings. Receive newsietter
and mailings. Annual dues $15 ‘

{ ) Supporting Member - For a parson unable to assist at L
functions, ar in the restoration of the Tavern, but who wan's o

suppert the on-going work of the organization. Receive mailings
and nawsletter. Annual dues $20

{ ) Organizational Member - Heip support the groups® work with
your membership. Receive newslstier and mailings.
Annual dues $25

( ) Youth Member - For studants who are college-age and
younger, enrolied in school, with an interest or desire io gain
knowledge of local history. Receive newsletter. Annual dues 31

{ ) Life Membership — This category is for an individual able o
make a large financial contribution for the on-going support and
restoration of the Tavern, schoolhouse and the activities of the
Society.

Mame

City/Town

State Zin

Telephene_( )

Email

Enclosed is my check made payable to the
Palatine Selilement Society for annual dues $

for {specify type) . membership.

I'd also like fo contribute S , to be used for:

on-going restoration projects
—__on-going costs (insurance, electric, pori-a-johns, etc)

_.__ other - Please be specific;

Thank you for vour support!



“New” Antigue Sofa Now Residing in the “Stove Room”

The trustess decided that ar early 187 century sof2 would make a nice
avemera. The "siove room’ - 50 named in the 1839 inventory of the
contents of the Nellis Tavem ~ is par: of the two-story addition added to the
east side of the tavem around 1810-15.

Alfhough the inventory doas not specifically list a safa, it is possibie that
same fumnishings had been removed as. in 1838, John C. Nallis was iiving
with his daughier in Lassslsvilie whan he died.

Tne sofa was purchased in memory of Bemard Sasley, ons of our mos:
loyal and valued members. The waod frame is beautiful mahogany and
mahogany veneer with decorative carving at the crest. The style is early
| Empire and if is very simiiar to a sofa in the collection of the New Yurk State
- hluseum in Albany that once belongad to New York Sovernor Souck,

Bar - continued from pase 3

A well-known and long-lived tavern in the
region was that of Chauncey Ierome. located on
the west side of Fast Canada Creek near the
wmpike bridge, in the vicinity of Beardsler
Castle. There “vou were always sure of venison
and trout.” In 1897 Rufus Grider sketched the
bar room of the aging structure. 1is watercolor
{see below) is i the eolleetions of the NYS
Library in Alhany,

The Palatine Scillement Society is developing an
image database to assist in its research. A
number of restored examples of tavern interiors,
some mere accurate than others, exist in various
historic structure contexts in the region. across
the state, and nationally. It is also possible Lo

S —

Curtis & Helen Nellis Family
Donate Oil Painting

At our Cerober dinnes heid as
Salisman’s Resmuraac, Helen Nelli:
prresented rhe gronp with an ol
pamang of the Neliis Block House
and Farmn House, Dz Leonard Nellis
Berdun did the pamting afrer an 1586
skeich by Rufus Grider. s prowides 2
hisroricz! record of the earlies:
buildings vo the tavern propenty.
Althonph lomp pone, ot 15 farraly
tradarion 1hat some of the tmber was
revsed inour current 7E7 Tavern
hutlding. We plan 1o hang this
paintng m the “Stove Boom” over

OUT New sofs.,

- i

e ™ v aen

trom the turnpike era will complement the
environment of important historic structures in

study images of the period (like Grider's s o

depiction of Jerome's lavern) for clues about - Ron Burch, January 2008
construction and furnishing. A thorough analvsis

of paint fayers, weat marks, and remaining Bibliography:

structural evidence is being underiaken in an
attempl o delermine the history of the Nellis
Tavemn har and bar room. Reconstructing the har
and bar room will further the Society’s mission
to preserve and interpret the history of the site.
While recognizing the singular imporiance of the
gighteenth century core of the building, the
presence of an eurly nineteen:h tavemn context

(1792}

- History of Montgomery and Fulton Countics
(F. W. Beers, 1878}

- The Life and Writingy of e Witt Clinton
{(William W_ Campbeall, 1849}

- Report of a Committee uppointed to Explore
he Wesrern Waters in the Staie of New York

- Nesquicentennial History, Tows of St
Jolinsville (19388)



