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Newsletter
More Work on the Tovern ond Grounds

The plan is to refurbish the entire outside
of the interior work has been completed.
of it, will be 275 \'ears old in 2022-

"--"-,"*-"""" *#After ali, the building, or at least a good part

So rve enlisted the talents
t-rl- rhc ]llu'ood Conslrrrcri,rn
Companr', Ll.C from riqht
hcrrc in St. Johnsr.ille. The
task is to replace porrions
of dre exterior rvalls rvlrere
the clapboards have rvcath-

cred and decayed. -Ibm 
and

Peter. stardng on tlre north
face o[ the buildinq, did that
and l-nore, replacing rvindou,-
sills, clcaning out matcrials
behvccn the boards and the
rvattle and daub ir-rtcrior. This
u.ill make the builcling rnore
brcathablc trl prcycnt damagr-:

u,as repair-ed lnd [ooks great.

from condcnsation and l"rumiditl'. Thc smal] cntrr por:cl'r

Ilh,-'ood C. C. finishcd tlrcil 2()20 proicct br, *tainirrs thc cntirc north sidc, facing
Ror-rte 5. Painring it velkrrv u,ill bc first rin tlie list in 2f121. \\,'e rvillais<> installgumers
,lcr()ss thc roof Linc. Thc scconcl phasc will bc tackling thc cast cnd rvith rcnor-adns or
replacinu more rvindrirvsiils. clzrpboards and stnrcrlrral pieces.

()thcr r.",ork on tl-rc propern- this sLrmmcr includcd rcbuilding thc: stone s,ail sur,
roundilg the herb Earden next to the u,est encl of the Tavern. Sanclr,pelsr.radcd Walr
to hclp with clcaring thc rvccds frotn that gar-clcn ancl rcpc,isirioning scr,cral planrs. It
rvill neecl tnore u,orl< nexf sr.rrnmer. 'Ihc flrame bui[ding containinq oLlr p()rta-porrl was

paintccl rcd to mafch both thc
sor,rth side of rhe Tar.ern and
the "chccse housc" building.
The chccse house was errp-
ticd, rcfurbishcd on the cx-
tericir, had u.inclorvs repaircci
and a ncrv door addcd, and
n,as then prrinted recl. Plans

for rhlt lruilding rrc orrgoirrg.

\\'e, the trustees, are scl

l,roking tirrrverd to thc timc.
perhaps next l-all, rvhen rve

can again ,shot off our trca-
sure.
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The "Cheese House:" Wos lt Once on the Erie Co'
nol? Reseorch Coniinues
by Ron Burch

f)espitc r.isitation rcsrrictions causcd br thc i)attclemic of
202(), rvhrch aitcctccl histrlric site s, tnuscuttts, atrcl venucs

acr(lss the nation. including Nellis 'I'avertr. thc Palatine Scttie-

mcnt Societl u,as ablc to concluct tnuch-t'tcctled repair irntl

re st()rati()fl prrriccts u'hich enhanccd ti.rc 'lhvctn. titc Nct'
'l-urnpike lload Schooll.rousc ancl the str.rall lristt.,r:ic stl'uctlll'c

on the Nellis'lavern pr()Pcrt\', kuou'n t() nlall\'pcople as "the

chccsc housc."
Tl-rc "chcesc house" \ras

rlonlttctl to tltc Sr,tictt irt
the 1980s br-Christine 0.
f:cclston, rvhosr familv
farm u'as thc historic Spon-

able propern on i\irport
Rorci south of tl.rc Nlohau,k

]Uver across tlonr Pallrine
(lhurc]r. Thc structurc s,as

cart'ttrllv trtrclictl ircross

fl-re rivcr to Ncllis -Ihvern.

ilar-ing Lreen usccl fr.,r cle-

cades on the okl Spclnablc

farm as its - \,ou guessccl

it - cheese hottse. but als<l

scl-roo]house ancl later hitecl t-nan's resiclence.

ln its "tirik" sirnplicitv, thc building'.s irtttn atrd sizcr coulcl

clate it an\rvhere irrir.n tl:e l8'r'cetrturv to rvell into the 19'r'

ccttur\'. Its structural cr.rt'ultonents, hos-evcr. ar-rd the fcu'

original cletails rcm'.rining in the interior. ilclucling ltardu-are

and cut nails, point t(l c()nstructi,ru sometimc carh'ir: thc 19'l'

cenrur\- prior to the (.ir-il $ilar. \\'ith its cortrer cuilbo:rrtl and

enclei-tccl c()rner staim'zrt'. the buililrng "reads" likc it tvas Pos-
silrjr irrtt'rrtl..l f,,r' r-1, )lr)( slic tr\(.

Ser-crai vcars ag(), (.raig Wil-
liams. a retired cuttfor at the
NYS irluscum in Albant', scr.rt

PSS board mertber Ron I},trch

:;';'l:,:l,llli:;:lll:,lll':: : n;I
lll(' ulit\h l\l\\ l t rtll.tr lr( (\\L(ll :GEF- I

:il1iJil.1,T.,.l llli,fH:,r,h @,.
lllack Rl'ct Canal, dcsigncel to be a ttctlcr canai frrr thc I-ric
Canal, \\'as c()nstrllctcd betu'ecn i838 artcl l84ll, coincicltng

s,ith tl're enlargcment of thc I',rie Canal tlirou.qh Ilontgotn-
err' (lotrtrtr Tlre Lllacl< fur-er Car-ral strlrcturc bears a strikirlg
reset'nbltuce t() thc "cheese ltottsc" at Ntllis 'favern, u'hich

lrises a question: coulcl tl.re Nellis Tavern "chcese hotisg" p1;5-

siblr, l.rar-e been a krclr-tenclcr's house, pcrhaps originalh, at tl.rc:

Eric Canrl krck across frour St. -Johnslillc, thtrn cartctl to thc

Spor-rable pr()pertl s'lten no longcr needcd at its originai si.te?

In the l9'r'and earlr-2(l'r'ceunrrics, br-rilclings u'i:re iaciied trP

iitrd nror-ccl morc frcqucnrltr thafl manv of Lrs rnight rcalizc.

lte scarch c()ntinucs ar-rd l-ropcfttllt' u,ill incrcasc as acccss re-

strictions are litied at research \-erlues. r\t this poinr tlte nvr

stmcturcs' similaritjes rctlrin in triguing.

The other red building

Palatine Settiement Society

New wolls ond sleps

" * ..'
-.1 .i" ir-.:'j1

Peor blossoms



Palatine Settlement Society

School #8 Updqte
by John Case

I an-r r.rpdatins the Nes. Tnmpike School Restoration Re-
polt ancl exltlirinirre rvhr- I irrr interested il tire project.
-\ nrttl-e of Tr<-lr-. Pennsrt-arria, f gr-err- L1p olt ir falnt irld

rrtier sen-ins in tlie ,\rrrrj iurcl qrirdiratins it'otn Cornell,
mitrlred Pirtrici:r \\oocirl'irrd lr 1Q(11. \\'e rvorkecl the PA
lrtrm tbr ten \-eitrs thel came tci NY stilte. I s-orkecl for
tl're Aqs-ar- Br-rilclirrg De1:artrrtent ancl Pirt tiri-iqht -scltool
in Carrirjohlrrie. \\-hen \\-e citrtte irere, rve \\'rurtecl to find ir
nrral plope.'fi- tri r'.lise olu three children. \\'e tound an olcl
\e1lis larrr-r os'rreci ltr- the Settle famih: \\-illis Barsiired had
siricl our ltome rtn the Ncu' Trrrrrprke rr-;rs [',ui]t irr tlie late
1r!)0's Lrr- the Nel]is trrmih'. In Febrrurr:r- 2(-)21 t-e l-ill har-e
Lleen fiin- \-ezlrs o1r this t-rrr'rn. -\tler .r short time, s'e bought
the feecliriili on \orth Dir-isioir str-eet i1r St. _|cihrsr-ille. N'e
rarr it until 1991, theu I s-ent ro s-ork tbr the USDA.

I had extra time arrd s-ith the errcoLlrirqelrertt of \\-illis
Barsllecl rve joineci Fort L1cick. I serr.-ecl 'as Churirmrlrr of
the Roarcl. Atter some time, s-herr the Reerrlrctors ltecame
ac:ti\-e nt the Frtrt, s-e lrecrrrue less irl-oh-ed. At the time I
becrrme mor-e interested irr ti:e Neihs tirmrh- histon- thrur
rlre I.'Jock llsrorr'. so s-e joinecl rlre P,rl;rtirre Scmlerncrrr
Socien-.

Srnce the scl'rciol can Lre seerr
I coulcl see it tallirre into
clisrepair'. I at least s-irnted
to stirlrilize it, sr,r I becirme
irt\.trlr rrl rrt Ilir restr)l':ttlL)rt.
Lir-ing so close to rhe school
ir r: citst to lrccort)r lrr,rrrri-
rlcrtt irt thc [cSf()rirti()r].
-\s , rf this Frril the csre-

rior of thc. school hirs been
itirnclst completeh-r-estored irrrcl thc, scirool i':ud h;rs been
reclaimecl tci s-irer-e it s-irs in 1t)-15 s{ren ir c-ic,sed. Thc

s-inclos-s hiu-e
Lreen completeh'
re-q1azed, the
facilr arrd sotEr
restored, irnd
exterior paintrng
compieted. Tire
eirtr?rnce porch
hrrs been rebuilt.
A historic sign l-rzrs
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\\'e har-e rveicomed the inpr-rt of tbrmer snrdenrs. Jirnet
Settle Shuster rernemlrers the iocittiol of erterior iterns
such :rs the ss-ing itnd siide, and rnost irnportirnt the
onthouse. She also
descritred the lar-out
oi the classrooirr.
Althoueh I ha\-e

l:een inr-oir-ed, the
rvorkcould nor hzrr-e
proeressed s-ithout
the ccrmplete support
of the PSS.Ti-rer
har-eprcx-idecl the
tundraisir-reto make
the project possible
irnd the gurdance to
keep the restorlrtion
COIfCCt.
The people rvho u-orkecl orr fhe scirool this pasr surn-

mer include:
-Dar-id E Brler s-ith extelior restoradorr ilnd con-

struction of the poi'ch
-Leri \Iast arrd his sr-ins ttrr painrine the e\rerior
-Rill Falberr tor restorlltq the tlagpole, helpinu

r-eset the sisrrs arrd pror-iclirrg the tlos-ers tbr the porch
-The Tcrs-n of St_fohnsr-iile ior prcx-iclirrehll fcrr errcl

of Edrvirrcls Roacl
-Burkclorf Lurnlrer lbr pror-idlrs hard to finc1 rrirn
-Roir Burch ancl \\;rlt Llne lor gr-ridirnce iurcl mrr-

nins tbr paint and matelials
-Elc Lirrsorr our neishbor, ttrr helpirru s'irh the

urading and providins secr,rrin- tbr the propern-
-Unless I hirr-e omittecl sofileone, lirst br.rt not leirst.

little,|akre B1-ler for cleirnifls or,rt rhe s-oodshecl arrd help-
ine repiur tire tloor,
thus elirnnatine the
s'ooclchuck.

The CourierStirn-
ciarcl Errterplise has
an escellent,uricle
on the restoration in
tI-rerr Oct30-Nov5,
2tl2lt edirion. I ;rm
looking tbrs.ard
to rvorking on the
irrerior in "(l? i.

Lreen acldecl ancl the tlaepole repiacecl. T1-re sc-l-iool r-irrcl
hirs been clerrrecl t<i its origilllrl bounclaries. Thehlacrree is
a bush asain iincl t1-re mlrples along Eds'irrcls Roacl har-e
glros-n '.i lotl

orlt oul kitcherr x-inclou-.
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Palatine Settlement Society

Thonk You
We grateiullv thar.rk those s4ro have donatercl tos,arcl the
rnirintcnilnce ancl rcstoration of thc 17.17 Nellis Tavern anci

grouncls and thc District # B Schooil-rotrsc.

Corporate:
- Nlohau,k (-ountrr' - $900
- J'ianaclcrrah Irounclation & R. Gipson - $10()(l

Business:
- J am c s I) emp scr'-fl o\yL'l' arrirnuemen rs bv Stuclio Herbage
- (ieor qc Flciscl-.\n ticluc A;rptaisi'rls

Monetary Donations:
- J. \\htker - ,\. \[cl-.-,nroe

- l). Itrguson - G. Dar.is
- I . Nabors

Special Monetary Donations:
- -[. I]utton
- S. N. Dar.is
- Dr. D. Clerncnt
- P. Ilussell
- J. l\'[cCilonc
- Ii'lirsto irt memorr-oi Skip Brrrshiecl

- J. \tihal - l"accBook tirnclraiser
- S. I"ane - F'aceBook funrlraiser

Special Donations:
- Dr..l. Reston. rcntrl oi tcur irrr Rhubarb Festir.al

- lioocl cionors krr -\nricluc Sl.ros'ltrncl.t

- 
-f 
ol-rn Casc, tirlc anci rraterials for sciroolhor,rse

- ,,\nita Shipu-ar. bo,rk orr earh- schocil

Page

2A21 Future Evenls for 1747 Nellis Tovern
We l-rar-e n() e\-ents schcclulecl firr this ycar bccause oI tl.re

panclcrnic. J'hc onlv e\-crlt \\rc hacl last vc:ar \vAS thc Anriqr-re

Shou'and Sale.

Ii things look bcttcr latcr in thc \,eal \\ic mal bc able tir
scheclulc sonrething. In thc rncantimc. u'arch firr the chanqes

ils \'()!r cirivc [rr', both on thc'fru'crn irsclf and the sutounding
garclcns ancl plant life.

Dues Are Due
It is tince again tirnc to rcne\\'r'our rnetnbership, if r-,rtr

arc n()t a Lifi'rimc Nlcnrbcr. I-ook at your adclress label on

the ritrtsicle of rhis Ncq,sletter t() see the date of vtiur last

rnerlbership application.

Ii.rarnple :

.fane l)or 20 (2020, or earlier, time to rcrrcrv)

.f.hn D<,e r, fr.liiirr.l

.fir-r'r Snrith Plt (Public l{clations)
()r-u: l\lcnrlrc'rsl.rip i,car is.|anuan, I through Decembt:r 31.

-.J. Lein
-.f. Reston

Merconlile Members
Thank t'ou fot \Ioul' slli)port!

Thomas Persse lnsura nre

Agency, lnc
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Nelis Pears in Fall

Palatine Settlement Society
PO Box 183
Saint Johnsville, NY L3452

FaceBook: 1747 Nellis Tavern
www'Pa lati n eSettlem entSociety.

202/News/eaer

Our Anlique Show & Sole of Arkell Museum
by Joan Draus, Show Promoter

'1'hc r-crl succcssful l5'i''.rnnual Pnlatine Settlement SocietvAntique Shou'& Sale of 2020 u'as again irclcl on tlre first
S'.rrurclal oi \Iarch. ar rlrc bcatrtifirl Arkcll Muscum in Canajoharie. I..nou'n tirr: irs cpralin' anti<prcs ancl collccriblcs. ir fca

ir-rtcrr'stcd in L-aruing ruore :rbolrt a s'cll lovccl trcilsllrc.

shos-l

onlv gcrruinc anficlr.rcs ancl eollcctilrlcs.
l)uuna shou' hc-rr-rrs. t'e rrgain otlerecl

lromcmarle -*ands'ichcs. clcLicioLrs soup s

ancl clcsscrfs ar ailablc fot ;rrrrchasc'.
I)relrarecl l;r' l)SS trustecs llarv Nellis
Dalis,.f utli ,\lih:rl ancl othct PSS urctn-
bcrs. this is a placc nt>t to nriss!

Sadl-1i we are unable to hold this
bcncht tirr rhc l)alatir.re Scttlcnrcnr So-
cictv rliis vclrr. rluc to tht: curtcnr hcalth

lranclenric. \\'e trustees s'il1 contintrr tcr

1r,rk l,1i:tttls tlt, pr, )q1'('i( ilr r'( ir( )l':l-
fion oI rhc hisroric Ncllis I'alcrn. Sr.

.lohnsr-ille antl kroii firrxurrl to the tirlre
trlr r:c-opcnitg the 'lirvcrn tirr rours.


